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(213) 626-7446
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(213) 633-0901
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TO: SACHIA. HAMAl
Executive Offcer
Board of Supervisors

FROM:

Attention: Robin Guerrero

Deputy Executive Officer
Board O~e

JOHN F. KRTTLI
Senior Assistant Cou Counsel

RE: Claim of GeoCon EniiIneerim!. Inc.
Belvedere Park Skatepark Capital Project

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation in the above-referenced matter. Also attached are the
Case Summary, the Summary Corrective Action Plan, and the Corrective Action
Plan.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summar, the
Summar Corrective Action Plan, and the Corrective Action Plan be placed on the
Board of Supervisors' agenda for September 2, 2008.

JFK:rfi

Attachments

HOA.546761.



Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of the
Claim of GeoCon Engineering, Inc. - Belvedere Park Skatepark Capital Project, in the
amount of $126,401, and instrct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warant to implement
this settlement from the Deparent of Parks and Recreation's budget.

This claim for additional compensation arises from the constrction of the Belvedere Park
Skatepark.

HOA.546761.



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Claim of GeoCon Engineering, Inc.

CASE NUMBER Not Applicable

COURT Not Applicable

DATE FILED Claim Presented 9/24/07

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Parks and Recreation

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $126,401

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF None

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Talin Halabi
Deputy County Counsel
213-974-8948

NATURE OF CASE This is a claim brought by GeoCon
Engineering, Inc., for extra work and
delay costs in connection with unforseen
site conditions which were encountered
during the construction of Belvedere Park
Skatepark Project. Specifically, during
grading operations, a natural gas main
line was discovered in a location which
differed from the information provided by
the Southern California Gas Company to
the County's design consultant. The
County suspended the Project for 86
working days while the configuration of

HOADMS.HOA.539034; 1



PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOADMS.HOA.539034; 1

the Project was substantially re-designed
and re-Iocated so as not to come in
conflict with the natural gas line.
GeoCon is seeking to recover the costs
associated with this delay.

The office of the County Counsel, in
conjunction with the Department of Parks
and Recreation, is recommending a
settlement in the amount of $126,401 in
exchange for a full and complete release
of all claims by GeoCon relating to the
Project.

$10,170.96

$0
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The intent of this form is to assist departments in writing a corrective action plan summary for attachment
to the settlement documents developed fQr the Board of Supervisors and/or the County of Los Angeles
Claims Board. The summary should be a specific overview of the claims/lawsuits' identlfed root causes
and corrective actions (status, time frame, and responsible party). This sUmmary does flQt replace the
Corrective Action Plan form. If there is a question related to confidentiality, please cùnsult
County CounseL.

i Date of incident/event: March 31 , 200a
¡-.
\.

i Briefly provide a description
¡ of the incident/event

I

i

On Fepruary 7, 2006, Sunrise Construction (dba GeoCon Engineering, i~ . - ' -. ¡
Inc.) was awarded the contract to construct the Belvedere Skateparkiproject. .: -.: :. .. .

i During grading operations, a natural-gas main line was discovered at the I
project site, in a lobation which differed from the mapping information :
provided by the Southern Caliornia Gas Company, to the design I
consultant Lawrence Moss & Associates. Work was immediately

i suspended and the Contractor was directed to demobilze while the !
i configurations of 

skate park elements were recdesigned by the design 
I

i consultant. The County authorized the Contractor to resume work onl
I August 1, 2006, and the work was completed in September 2007.i .
Ii' Subsequent to construction, GeoCon Engineering, Inc. submitted a

claim of $152,959 for alleged delay costs resulting from postponement of
I the work, and for miscellaneous work associated with the acceleration of
I work schedule. GeoCon' Engineering, Inc. has agreed to the County's
! proposed settlement amojJnt of $126,401.

i
ì

~
1. Briefly describe the root cause of theclaim/lawsuit:

I The design consultant designed theskatøpa,rk While referencing underground utility mapping
I information provided by the SouthernCajjfornia Gas Company.. .. .
I SUbsequently. the Southern CaHfornia Gas Company reviewecj and approved the final construction I
. documents for design requirement and utility easement compliance. .

I

. .
I Due to the discovery of the natural gas mainline 18' east of the location indicated on the Southern I
i California Gas Company mapping plans, work was postponed by the County for a total of eighty-six i

I (86) ~orking days. This time pe:iod.was requir?c to re-design the faciliy whileincorporating the 
actual !

I location of the natural gas main Iineinto the prOject i
i

i

I

I
i

L__~__.

;
i
i
i

.___J



County øf Los Angeles
Summå!' Corrective ActioriPlan

2. Briefly de$crbe recommended correctivaactions:
(Include each COrrective action, due date, responsible party, and any disciplinary Elct:ons if appropriate)

j. 1.0nNnvember2. .2007, .thø.. des' consultant provided the ()~artmeritWitti rØCrd 'fas..bullt".!
Ldtaw¡rigsWtìct'identify the aCll.1al . .... . riùfthenaturalgas maifllítieandarririilnatconsJrnction
iaasementreqwested by the Southern California Gas Company. . Thesedocunientswr.llbe use.dfor
!referenceintheevent of future capitaJimprovement projects at Belvedere Park., ,
'2. TheOepartenthas updated its construction plans to ind1cateactual fieldlöcatiQnsfor thep¡jtabJe i
!watérm¡¡iOUne, sl.b..surface storm drain line$) and electrIcal ufldergroundutmties wilhirlthe Selvedere
1 Park $kåteparlc .. ~.;~, . .. . . ... . ...

e. On tutllrecap.ital improvement prcts; dqrìng the preliminary design phase; tnø Pepartment will
reqUéstfhëq coflSlJitant lopr ...... olopt¡¡inservices for project sitesu .... .ofé.xJstìngutHitíés
il1y.ltJôÎngel sewer,gas,telecomr'unications, and water. . ..... .. . ..... ....... ..... thase utlltieswlI
~ssí$ltl1énsuitantìn verifying if thepJanned ímprovenients cenbeåceomrrodatedin their
¡:röpbsedJo.

!

L__ (
....:-___._..__..__;-,___'-__~..~_,,___....,_Y_".YH'.~j

.Stateirthecorrective actiofls areapplicab1etö only yourtiepettrnent or. other COt!nty departments:. 
(If'¡J1süre;p1ease contact the Chief Execl.tiveOffceRìEt Manag~merilBra!1cl1 forassistance)

. Poteptìally has County-wide implications.

Potentiaiiyhas implications to other departments (Le..all humariservíces, aHsafetydePartments,
oronear .more other departments). . . .

IMOoes not appear to have County-wide or other department implications.



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN

CLAIM OF: GeoCon Engineering, Inc.

INCIDENT DATE: September 24,2007

INCIDENT LOCATION: Belvedere Park Skatepark,
4,91:4 Cesar Chavez Avenue, Los Angeles,
'Ca~fornia 90022

".

Description of Incir.Jentl.lZyent:
On February 7,2006, $unrts.eConstruction(dba GeoCon Engineering, Inc.) was
awarded the contract to construct the Belvedere Skatepark project.

During grading operations, a natur.al-gas main line was discovered at the project
site, in a location Whicln differed from the mapping information provided by the
Southern Califoriììa Gas Company, to the design consultant Lawrence Moss &
Assocìates.' Work was.imme.cHately suspended and the Contractor was directed

to demobilize while the configurations of skate park elements were re~designed

by the design conšÜltc1mt. The County autnorízed the Contractor to resume work
on August 1, 20OB,andthe work was completed in September 2007.

Subsequent to constructlon, the Contractor submitted a claim for alleged delay
costs resulting from postponement of the work, and for miscellaneous work
associated with the acceleration of work schedule.

BasIs of Claim:
The design consultant destgned theskate(lark elements including the deep
skatepark bowls, while referencing underground utility mapping information
provided by the Southern Califemla Gas Company.

SUbsequent to the preparation of construction documents, the Southern
California Gas Company reviewed and approved the final documents for design
requirement .and utilty easement compliance.

Due to the discovery of the natural gas mainline 18' east of the location indicated
on the Southern Californica Gas Company mapping plans, work was postponed
by the County for a total of eighty-six (86) working days. This time period was
required to re-design the facílity while incorporating the actual location of the

natural gas main Hne into the project

I



Corrective Ae:tiøJJs; 

1. On NQverhhe('l,2007, the d consultant provided the .... .
record "as~builf" dr~wiogs which tify the åGtual locçtíonluraF ,gas
main line and a min¡m~J canstructjon easement reqLlested by the SóutMern

CaliforniaGas çOrnpaný~ Tn~s'e d$oumeríts,.\ìfJ. b~ LIssa for referëoGe in the
event of future capital improvement projects at Bélvecerë Park.

. , " ,- ._- - - -.- - . ....
2. The Department has updated its construction plans to i,ndiëateactual fiéld
locatioflsfor the potable water ma'inline, SUbisurfac~$tprm Cirainlines, ¡and

electrical undergroundutiUties within t.he Belvedere Park3katepark, . ..=..." :;:f :.'-' ,-"" ,:..:-- ."'t .
3. On future ital improveme,nt projects, during t:he'preliminárydesign ph¡ase,

the Dapartirent request the design consultant tÖprovide ar optainservìc€is

for proje.ct s.ìt.eaurveys of. eXÎming utilties ihcfi,di~gelacttÎCìtYl .
telecomm\Jnk~ations. and water; The ídentificatìonöf.the$eutllitief
designconsultant in . verifying if the plåmïecimproveménts'
accommodated Îh their ptoposed locations. .

. Reviewed&',Recommended

!:oog .
Anush Garnbary'¡ii()aìe
Risk Management Coordrnator


